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About Inspire England
Inspire is a national access and referral scheme. Although Inspire was initially focussed on higher education, public and national library services, Inspire now also welcomes libraries from all other sectors  that wish to be involved and are able to subscribe to the Inspire Kitemark criteria
.(including further education, health and specialist libraries) 
Key partners in Inspire are SCONUL (the Society of College, National and University Libraries), SCL (the Society of Chief Librarians for public library authorities in England, Wales and Northern Ireland), The British Library, the Regional Museums, Libraries and Archives Councils and MLA, the Museums Libraries and Archives Partnership. Inspire is also supported by the National Libraries of Scotland and Wales and the Committee  on Library Co-operation in Ireland.
The stated aims and objectives of Inspire are to:-
· Develop an online, cross-regional library collections and access map which will provide a guide for learners to libraries with collections and materials relevant to their needs
 
· Build on existing networks of successful access partnerships to create a single national pathway to resources irrespective of geography 

· Ensure that learners can have access to the best learning materials irrespective of their learner status or the location of the materials 

· Provide opportunities and access to learning for socially excluded individuals and groups 

· Set the pace for fulfilling key aspects of the Framework for the Future 2013 vision: 

· Any member of a public library can also access materials held in Higher Education (HE) and Further Education (FE) libraries 

· Anyone seeking opportunities for learning and training can be guided to a course through a public library.
· Support and develop the library and information workforce by raising awareness of access agreements and collections in their own and other sectors.

Inspire will benefit learners and aspiring learners by improving access to resources in libraries in their own region and throughout England as well as to those in the British Library, the National Library for Scotland and the National Library for Wales.
Inspire encourages existing library users and those who do not currently use libraries to make use of library resources to acquire knowledge, skills and information within the concept of lifelong learning and the growth of the knowledge economy. Use of libraries, which can provide a safe and non-judgemental environment and can also provide a stepping stone to participation in more formal learning courses.
� See following page


� see section on Findit!







07/08/2006

